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March 3 2011

Robert Martin, Commissioner

N. J. Department of Environmental Protection
401 East State Street, 7" Floor — East Wing
P. O. Box 402

Trenton NJ 08625-0402

Ref.: NJDEP Wastewater Management Planning
County of Morris Draft Sewer Service Area
Public Meeting — February 9, 2011

Dear Commissioner,

The Rockaway Valley Regional Sewerage Authority (RVRSA) provides sewer service to all or
parts of the ten (10) municipalities in the County of Morris. Prior to 2008 the RVRSA had the
Wastewater Management Planning (WMP) responsibilities for its service area within the
Rockaway River Basin. The RVRSA submitted a draft WMP Update to the N. J. Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP) in January 2006 which was returned by the Department on
March 9, 2007. The WMP Update was returned because it was not in conformance with
“proposed WMP and Departments requirements”. (emphasis added) The WMP regulations
adopted by the Department in July 2008 required the submittal of all WMP by April 7, 2009. Two
more years have passed. The RVRSA has an urgent need to have the WMP completed and
approved by the Department so that we can provide sewer service to appropriate applicants and
plan to meet anticipated future effluent limits.

All of the municipalities served by the RVRSA are within the Highlands Planning and/or
Preservation Area. The WMP planning responsibility for the RVRSA service area is now split
between the Morris County Planning Board (MCPB) and the Highlands Council of New Jersey.
The Highland Council has the responsibility for the preparation of the WMP Chapters for the
municipalities that have chosen to Conform with the Highlands Regional Plan. The MCPB has
the responsibility for the preparation of the Chapters for the Municipalities that have not chosen
to conform to the Highlands Regional Plan. The RVRSA has provided extensive historic data to
the MCPB to document current facilities and service area needs.

Municipalities Served by the RVRSA:

e Town of Boonton Non-Conforming
e Boonton Township Non-Conforming
e Denville Township Non-Conforming
e Borough of Rockaway Non-Conforming
e Rockaway Township Conforming

e Randolph Township Conforming

e Town of Dover Non-Conforming
e Borough of Victory Gardens Non-Conforming
e Borough of Wharton Conforming

e Mine Hill Township Non-Conforming
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On February 9, 2011 a Public Meeting on the proposed draft Wastewater Management Plan
Sewer Service Area Map for Morris County, NJ was held. The meeting was conducted jointly by
the NJDE and the MCPB. The MCPB has the responsibility to prepare a county wide WMP in
compliance with regulations adopted by NJDEP in 2008. The MCPB has prepared mapping and
a descriptive WMP Chapter for each municipality in the County that is not proceeding with the
Highlands Conformance process. The MCPB has made great progress on their portion of the
WMP.

The primary purpose of the public meeting was to provide the opportunity to the public, including
individual property owners, to review and comment upon the inclusion or exclusion of individual
lots within the draft proposed Sewer Service Area. An introduction was made by Christine
Marion, Director of the MCPB, and a preliminary statement regarding the purpose of the public
meeting was read by Elizabeth Semple, Manager Office of Planning and Sustainable
Communities of the NJDEP. Maps of the draft Sewer Service Area and environmental features
prepared by NJDEP and MCPB were available for inspection. The attendees were given the
opportunity to ask general questions regarding the WMP process and status before one on one
discussion of individual properties began.

It was made clear that the mapplng of the Sewer Service Area is draft and is subject to
corrections and revisions.

The NJDEP mapping of Morris County made available by NJDEP and the MCPB had large gray
(blank) areas covering the municipalities that are in the “Conformance Process” with the New
Jersey Highlands Regional Plan. The gray areas covered approximately one half of Morris
County. The New Jersey Highlands Council is responsible for the preparation of the VWMP and
Sewer Service Area Map for the Conforming Municipalities.

The following statements made at the meeting are of great concern:

1. The preparation of the WMP Chapters for the Conforming Municipalities by the
Highlands Council is not complete and is not available,

2. It was stated that the procedure for incorporation of the Highlands Council’s Chapters is
still being developed;

3. MCPB representative stated that they have not had any contact with the Highlands
Council; and

4. The NJDEP representative was not aware of the Highland Council schedule for
completion of the WMP chapters for the Conforming Municipalities.

The apparent lack of coordination and communication between the agencies involved is
unacceptable.

The future steps that must be taken prior to the completion of the WMP were indicated to
include the following:






